
Ürganizing Belgian Cabinets 

Governments in T urmoil 

by Hugo VAN HASSEL, 

Professor at the Catholic Universlty of Leuven. 

* 

lntroduction : The Belgian government. 

Governments in a politica! system that inevitably deals with coalitions 
and coalitions within coalitions, have to rely on a sound organization 
that is flexible enough to deal with internal conflicts and also to keep 
abreast of events with integrated policy-making and implementation. When 
Bdgium emerged from secession, the new king, in the Orleanist tra­
dition, managed his cabinet of individual ministers himself, aiming a 
small set of clear-cut objectives. They were in charge of i"ather 
simple, distinct bureaucracies that did not interfere too much with each 
other in implementing the governmental objectives. A clear-cut respon­
sibility was allocated to each minister. There was no place fot a 
prime minister in this royal cabinet, hut only a « chef de cabinet », 
in many cases the minister of finance, who administered the ,team. Royal 
impact faded slowly away toward the end of the XIX century, the king's 
policy being subjected to parliamentary control and his ministers being 
integrated into the emerging politica! parties. 

he function of the prime minister heading a government and fully 
responsible to parliament was recognized formally in Belgium after world 
war 1. 

A,t the same time, .individual ministerial responsibility diluted and 
spread throughout ,the government as a whole. In addition, policy-making 
and the execution of decisions overflowed the boundaries of the existing 
bureaucratie structures which then begun to interfere more and more 
with each other. 
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A lot of overlapping was inevitable, since most objectives could only 
be attained through the combined efforts of several bureaucracies, includ­
ing the ministers heading them. 

Structures resist change especially when they are public bureaucracies. 
Moreover politicians are hard to persuade, to collaborate, coordinate and 
find new solutions in order to organize and deal with complex and inter­
related policy problems. Prime ministers have the extremely difficult task 
of making collegia! decisions with a number of outspoken com­
petitive ,individuaHsts who are often overwhelmed by the complexity 
of their own objectives and partisan pressures . They can only succeed 
if they integrate resources of their colleagues into a workable whole. The 
governmental cabinet is the place par excellence where confücts between 
coalition partners and policy-making should be resolved. 

The leadership of prime ministers and the organization of governments 
as instruments of collegia! decision-making are phenomena that highly 
influence outcomes, hut they are also factors of the total politica! and 
administrative environment. As factors, they are continually adapted and 
defined in terms of changing circumstances. They are influenced 
by the complexity of emerging problems, the technicality of the 
answers, their capacity to create new intermediate functions - state 
secretaries, ministerial cabinets and commi,ttees - and to mobilize new 
managerial technologies, such as electronic data processing and the 
planning-programing-budgeting system, to deal with them and control the 
different projects across the boundaries of the various bureaucracies. 

The governmental structure 

Some flexible institutionalization of decision-making units at the 
governmental level has taken place. First, within the civil service, there 
are the several services of the prime minister that provide technica! sup­
port fot governmental policy-making. Second, there is the explosion 
of ministerial cabinets and the appointment of state secretaries. 
Third, there is the organization of the government itself by means of 
problem-oriented committees . We shall concentrate on the last of these 
three. In order to clarify matters , a short description of these units is 
called fot. 

1. The council of Government (Regeringsraad). 

All members of the government - ministers and state secretaries -
participate in this council, hut it does not meet often. 
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2. The Council of Ministers (Ministerraad) consists of only the national 
ministers. It meets every Friday and decides on general policy and super­
vizes governmental cohesion and solidarity. lts deliberations are -secret. 

3. In the Lefèvre-government (1961-1965) a committee or core­
cabinet* /or genera! policy developed, that, in some cases, prepares or 
takes over decisions of the Council of Ministers. Only politicaly powerful 
and influential ministers are members. 

4. A series of projeot or problem-oriented ministerial committees have 
-been created since 1926, their existence fluctuates depending on the 
current problems. They prepare specific decisions for the Council of 
Ministers or make decisions themselves on behalf of the Council. 
Members are chosen according to the functional competence of the 
minister or state -secretary, his membership in a power group or faction 
in a party and his relationship to one of the regions or cultural com­
muni ties. The most important is the Ministerial Committee of Economie 
Coordination, whieh meets each Wednesday. Other standing committees 
deal with the budget, institutional reform, •the environment and science 
policy. 

An attempt to give the government a new structure was made during 
the Harmel Government ( 1965-1966) . Finances, social policy, economie 
policy, foreign policy and infrastructure each were assigned a coordinating 
minister who was in charge of the -rest of the ministers in his particular 
field. The prime minister directed the government through those five 
coordinating ministers. 

Since then, however, the pendulum has swung steadily toward the 
« core cabinet for general policy », the prime ministers keeping the 
reins of the government and of most of the ministerial committees in 
hand. 

Already with the Eyskens-Cools government ( 1972) an agenda sub­
committee was formed for the Council of Ministers, thus reverting to 
the « core cabinet » structure. Noteworthy is that in this government 
the prime minister headed only four of the seven committees, and even 
did not chair the important Ministerial Committee for Economie and 
Social Coordination. 

By the time the Tindemans governments carne into power (1974-1978), 
the Genera! Policy Cabinet gained increasing importance and informally 

• Kernkabinet slnce 1973. 
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played a growing role between the Coundl of Ministers and the dif­
ferent ministerial committees. This small group of politically powerful 
ministers made the major policy decisions. This •trend toward concen­
tration continued with the later Martens governments. 

Another important innovation since October 1974 was the creation 
of ministerial committees for regional a:ffairs, one for Flanders, one for 
Wallonia, and one for Brussels. They were the prefiguration of what 
became the Community or Regional Governments, their composition de­
pending on the local political situation. 

The Martens government. 

The series of Martens governments between 3 April 1979 and 2 April 
1981, began with the firm intention of solving the communitarian pro­
blems that scuttled the Tindemans governments. The economie problems 
were also to be finally tackled. 

Martens began with a government of socialists, christian democrats and 
the Brussels Francophone Front ; with support of the three regions, it 
took on the problem of institutional reform. The former ministerial com­
mittees of Flemish, Brussels, and Walloon Affairs were converted into 
the Government of Dutch Community, the Government of the Brussels 
Region, and the Government of the Walloon Region. In each of 
them were ministers and state secretaries, according to ,the balance 
of power within the majority parties of each of the Communities or 
Regions. The Dutch Community and Flemish Region integrated their 
government as much as possible. The others not. With Martens III the 
name of « Dutch Community » was changed rin order to avoid linguistic 
confusion between « Dutch » in the Netherlands and in Belgium. There­
fore the official name became « Government of the Flemish Community ». 

The ministerial committees 

The importance and power of the General Policy Cabinet is increasing 
to the point that de facto it is considered in many cases to outrank the 
Council of Ministers. Especially during Martens III, this trend continued, 
but it was diluted in Martens IV by the admission of more members. 

A set of additional ministerial committees were created to keep abreast 
of the emerging problems. Thus, Martens I •reintroduced a Ministerial 
Committee for defense, created a crisis cabinet, and a Ministerial Com-
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mittee for the relations between the national governments and the other 
community and regional governments, in order to settle disagreements. 

Problem oriented ministerial committees were created, the Committees 
to establish a balanced building policy for schools of both the state and 
the free educational systems ; the Water Treaty Committee for resolving 
both the navigation problems of the Antwerp harbor and the related 
controversy around Walloon water supply to the Netherlands as com­
pensation for the first ; and finally the Zeebrugge harbor development 
Committee. 

A ministerial committee was also set up for dealing with the problem 
of unemployment introducing temporary employment in the public sector. 
The last three disappeared after the FDF left the government. 

With Martens III a special ministerial committee was created for the 
status of women : problems of remuneration, working conditions, 
womens' rights, rights of succession, etc. .. This was also maintained 
during Martens IV. Martens IV introduced a ministerial committee to 
deal with Third World cooperation and another for state pensions. 
The former deah not only with cooperation in the Third World 
countries, but also with some controversies that had arisen around budget­
allocations to Belgian universities for the education of Third World stu­
dents. The latter was to deal with harmonizing and limiting state pensions. 

Since Martens III, collegiate decision-making bas to be respected by 
the non-national governments. During the first term after Ieaving national 
government, proportional representation wil! apply and decision-making 
by consensus. 

Martens III replaced the FDF partners with Flemish and Walloon 
Liberals who, in their turn, left the government in October 1980. 

After the departure of the FDF from Martens I, the Dutch participa­
tion in ministerial committees at large was generally higher than in 
Martens I, but the Christian Democrats also got a higher share than the 
Socialists, who dominated in Martens I. Martens IV showed a more 
balanced picture, and was a pure Christian Democrats-Socialist coalition 
and thus ended the way M. Eyskens I began. 
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Abbreviations. 

P : Chair Person 
Pri M : Prime Minister 
V Pri M : Vice Prime Minister 
M: Minister 
SS : State secretary 
MC : Ministerial Committee 
C.V.P. : Christian Party (Flemish Dutch speaking) 
P.S.C. : Christian Party (French) 
V.U. : Flemish People Union 
F.D.F. : Brussels Francophone Front 
R.W : Walloon Party 
P.S.B. or P.S.: Socialist Party (French) 
B.S.P. or S.P. : Socialist Party (Flemish : Dutch speaking) 
P.L., P.L.P., or P.R.L.W. : Liberal Party (French) 
P.V.V.: Liberal Party (Flemish : Dutch speaking) 
S: Total sum 
Cab. : Cabinet. 
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MC Econ . & Soc . 
Coord. 

M Defense ( P) 
Pr i .M 
V Pri M 
M Foreign Af fair s 
M· Pos.t T.T. 
M Publ, Hea l th & 

Family 
IA Publ. works 
M Employme.nt 
M Agricult , & 

Middle Class 
M J:inance 
M Communications 
M Economy 
SS Foreign Trade 
SS Flemish Region 

Econ. 
SS Walloon Region 

Econ. 
M Soc. Security 

EYSKENS-COOLS ( 1972-1972) 

; Agenda 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS Sub commi ttee( 1) 

MC Budget & 
Civil Serv . 

V Pr i M ( P) 
M Pos t T, T . 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Interior 
M Publ. Work s 
M Finance 
M Communications 
M French Education 
SS Civ. Service 
SS Budget 

MC Science 
Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M 
M Justice 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Publ. Health & 

Family 
M Financ e 
M French Education 
M Ec onomy 
M Dutc h Education 
SS Science lolicy 

& Planning {;*) 
SS Third World 

Cooper . 
SS Agriculture & 

Middle Class 

(1',) acting chairman 

MC Foreign 
Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M 
M Oefense 
M Foreign Affairs (*) 
M Post T.T . 
M I nterior 
M Employment 
M French Culture 
M Agricult, & 

Middle Class 
M Finance 
M Communications 
M Economy 
SS Foreign Trade 
ss Third world 

·cooper. 

(*) acting chairman 

___ -1:-=-=-=-=-=~;::::==c::==:;--;::.=-=-=-=-=--1=--=-=-=-:::...:::--------- -' 
MC En-.,ironment 

Pri M ( P) 

V Pri M 
M Foreign Affa irs 
M Publ. Health & 

Family . 
M Just ice 
M Publ. Wo r ks 
M Employment 
M Soc. Security 
M Agriculture & 

Middle Class 
M Communications 
M Economy 
SS Science '1:licy 

& Planning 
SS Housing & 

Phys. Planning 
( French) 

SS Housing & 
Phys. Planning 

.. • (Dutch ) 

MC Publ. 
Investment 

M Publ , Works (P) 
V Pri M 
M Defen se 
M Post T.T. 
M Publ. Health & 

Family 
M Justice 
M French Culture 
M Agriculture & 

Middle Class 
M Dutch Culture 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Economy 
SS Housing & 

Phys . Planning 
(Fren ch ) 

SS Housing & 
Phys. Planning 
(Dutc h) 

SS Budget 

MC Publ . 
Health 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M 
M Interior 
M Defense 
M Justice 
M Publ. Works 
M French Culture 
M Agriculture & 

Middle Class 
M F inanc e 
M Communications 
M French Education 
M Economy 
M Dutch Education 
SS Third World 

Cooper . 

( 1 )Committee f or the preparation of the agenda of the Council of Ministers c haired by the 
Prime Minister 

National 

Re pa r tition of govern · mental positi:ons between parties 

M ss s 

P.S.B. 5 3 8 

B,S,P . 4 2 6 

c.v. P. 6 3 9 

P.s.c. 4 2 6 

s 19 10 29 

Econ. & Budget & Science Foreign En~i r on- Pu bl. Pu bl. 
Soc . Civ. Policy Policy ment I nveat . Heal t h 
Coord. Service 

P. S .B . 5 3 4 4 4 3 5 

B,S.P, 3 2 2 3 3 4 2 

c.v.P. 5 3 4 4 4 4 4 
1, 

P. S .C, 3 2 2 3 3 4 3 

s 16 10 12 14 14 15 14 
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MC General Policy 

(Kernkabinet ) 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M French Education 
M Publ. works 
M Publ, Health &. 

Environ . 
M Agricu l ture 
M Eco n. Äff"airs 
M Employment 

MC Environment 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
v Pri M Finance 
M Publ. Health & 

Environ. 
M Science Policy 
M Publ, Wo rk s 
M Br usse ls Affairs 
M Agriculture 
M Walloon Affairs 
M Ou tch Culture & 

Flemi s h Affairs 
$S Housing & 

Phy sical Plann. 
(Outch) 

SS Housing & • 
Physical Plann. 
(French) 

SS Region. Economy 
(Outch) 

SS Region. Economy 
(French) 

SS German Region & 
Tourism 

MC Budget 

Pri M {P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Publ. Health & 

En viron. 
M Convnunications 
M French Education 
M Publ. work s 
M Fore i gn Affairs 
ss Publ. Service 
SS Budget 

LEBURTON (1973-1974) 

Situation on April 6th 1973 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

MC Ec on. & Soc. 
Coord . 

M Defense (P) 
Pri M 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Communications 
M Publ. Health & 

En" iron . 
M Eco nomy 
M Publ. work s 
M Middle Class 
M Employment 

MC Public 
Investments 

Pri M {P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Oefense 
M Communications 
M Publ. Hea lth & 

Environ. 
M French Education 
M Outch Education 
M Publ. Works 
M Economy 
M Brussels Affairs 
M French Culture 
M Outch Culture 

& Flem is h Affairs 
SS Budget 

C ad hoc 
Budget-problems 

Pri M {P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Communications or 

Defe nse 
M Economy o r Science 

Policy 
M Social Security 
SS Budget 

MC foreign MC Inst. 
Poli cy Reform 

Pri M {P) Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M F inance V Pr i M Fi nance 
M Defense M J ustice 
M Foreign Affa irs M Interior 
M Economy M Br ussels Affairs 
SS Third Wo rld Cooper . M Walloon Aff~irs 
SS Foreig n Trade M Outch Cult ure & 

MC Scienc e 
Policy 

Pri M {P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Environ . 
M Frenc h Education 
M Outc h Education 
M Science Policy 
M Economy 

F lemish Affairs 
SS I nst . Refo rm 

(Dutch) 
SS In s t. Reform 

( French) 

C ad hoc 
Ethical Probl. 

Pri M (P) 

V Pr i M Budget 
V Pri M Finance 
M Defense 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Environ. 
M J ustice 
M French Education 
M Dutch Education 
M Sc ience Po licy 
M Interior 
M Middle Class 
M French Culture 
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LEBURTON (1973-1974) 

National Covernment 

Ge ner. Econ. &. Foreig n Inst. Envir-ori- Publ. Science Eth. Budge t Budget-
Policy So,. Polic y Refo,... ■ent Invest. Policy Probl. Probl. 

Coor-d . 

P.S,B . • 
e.s.P. 
(! ,V , P. z. 3 

P.s.c. • 4 

P.v.v. 1 · 

P.L,P. 

10 10 10 15 1Z 10 

Reparti tion of govern menta l positions betwecn parties 

M ss s 
,P.S,B, 5 2 7 

·e.s.P. 4 2 6 

c.v.P. 
: 5 4 Il 

:p.s,c. 
1 

4 2 6 

:P.v~v. 2 2 4 · 

'p,L,P, 2 2 4 

s 22 14 36 

TINDEMANS 1 (April 25th 1974 - June 11th 1974) 

The Tindemans I started initially as a biparti san minority government. (CVP-PSC / 
PVV-PLP) and did not last longer as forty- seven days (April 25th - lune 11 th 
1974) . lt hardly got time to organize itself, except for the establishment of the 
formal competences of the MC Soc. and Econ. Coord ., MC Budget, MC lnst. 
Reform, MC Science Policy, MC Environment and the ( Inner) Cabinet on General 
Poliçy,' ( Royal Decree May 30th) . Only four days before the enlargement of the 
coalltion, it was been decided that this General Policy Cabinet, chaired by the 
P-ri M, would be composed of the M Defence, M Finance, M. Publ. Health and 

Family, M Employment and Walloon Affa irs, M Public Works 

Government Publ, Policy Du tch Francophone 
Cabinet 

M ss s M ss s M ss M ss 

C,V,P, 7 2 9 1 - 1 - - - -
P,S,C, 6 1 7 2 - 2 10 4 9 2 

P,v.v. 3 2 5 1 - 1 

P.L.P. 3 1 4 1 -
s 19 6 25 5 - 5 14 11 
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TINDEMA,NS Il: June 11th 1974 - December 8th 1976) 
Situation on June 19th 1974 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

r---------- --..,--------------------1-~---
Gene r al Poli~ ­
Cab inet 
( Kernkabinet) 

Pri M ( P) 
M Oe f ens e & Brusse ls 

Affairs 
!,,\ F inance 
C,1 Publ . he a l th & 

Family 
;.: Emp l oymen t & 

't!a lloon Affairs 
tJ Pu bl . Works 

Fr ench Ins t. 
Re form 

1 MC Econ . & Soc . 

Pri M (P) 
M Defense & Brusse l s 

Affairs 
M Fo r eign Affair s & 

Third Wor l d Coo pe r. 
M Soc . Security 
M Commu nica t ions 
M Economy 

(M Agriculture ) . 
M Midd le Class 
"M Outc h Cu lt, & 

Flemi s h Affairs 
M Publ. Hea l th & 

Family 
M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Employment & 

Wa llo on Affairs 
M Outch Cu l ture & 

Fl emish Affairs 
SS wa ll oon Regio n 
SS Flemi s h Region , 

Economy , Physic . 
Planning & Housing 

(SS Budget & Scient:e 
Po licy ) 

(SS Economy ) 
SS Environmen t 

MC Budget 

Pri M (P) 
M Oe fense & Brussels 

Affairs 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Middle Clas s 
M Emp l oymen t & 

Walloon Affa irs 
M French Ed ucation 
M Publ. Health & 

Family 
M Publ. Wo rk s 
SS Economy 
SS Budget & Science 

Policy 
SS Civil Service 
SS Flemish Region. 

Economy I Phys . 
.Planning & Housing 

MC In s t. Ref orm 

Pri M (P ) 
M Oefe nse & Brussels 

Af f airs· 
M Fi nance 
M Justice 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M lnter io r 
M Employme nt &. 

wanoon Affairs 
M Middle Class 
M Cornrnunicatio ns 
M Outch Inst. Reform 
M Outch Culture & 

Flem ish Affairs 
M French Ins t . Refo rm 
M Fore ign Trade 

:~,::;;;••••:::·------~:~'.'.'.•,:~;:::;---·::;~-:-~-~-s--1~1--u ;-~~~~:-1,._!_c_P_) __ :_:~;;~'.;;:~~:], 

M Pub l. Hcalth & M Eco nomy M Outc h Ed ucat ion M French Education 
Family M Outch Ed ucation M Outch In s t . Reform M Fren ch Ins t. Refo r rn 

M Agriculture M Fr ench Ed ucation SS Flemis h R~gion . M Midd le class 
M Employment & M Ag r iculture Economy SS Walloon Social 

Walloon Affairs M French Cultu r e SS Environment Affairs 
·M Int e !"ior M Pu b l. Health & SS Walloon Region. 
M Economy Family Economy 
M Publ. Wo rkS M Public Wo rks 
$$ Walloon Regicn, . SS Sc ien ce Policy 

Economy & budget 

• ss Env ironment ss walloon Reg ion . 
SS Flemish Region, Economy 

Economy & Phys. 
Planning & Housing 

r---------------------------------~--~-~---~ 
MC Walloon 

Affai r s 
Oc t obci r 7th 19 74( 1 ) 

M Employm en t & \"Ja lloo n 
Affair s (P) 

M F,·e nch Education 
'.il Fren c h In s t, Re form 
:_.; f.:i ddle Clas s 
SS wa ll oo n Social 

Affairs 
SS \'/a lloon Regü.n . 

( ) Only on matters of thelr competence. 
(1) On October 7th one M was replaced, some minor shifts were made and two more 

SS were nomlnated. Three more MC's were created, they did not exist yet on 
June 19th. 
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TINDEMANS Il 

Repa rt ition of positions in the new MC's ! 
(on Oct. 7th 1974) 

- ---
MC Flemish Affair s MC Brussels Affairs MC Wa lloon Af fair s 

M ss S· M ss s M ss s 

c.v.P. 2 1 3 - - - - - -
P. S.C, - - - 2 - 2 2 - 2 

P.v.v . 1 1 2 - 1 1 - - -
P,L.P . - - - - - - 1 - 1 

R.W. - - - - - - 1 2 3 

s 3 2 5 2 1 3 4 2 6 

Situation on June 19th 1974 

National Government 

Ge n , Po l. C.con , & Soc. budget Ins t . Environ- Science 
Cab , Co ord. Aeforr.1 ment Policy 

c.v .P. 6 13) • • 
P.S.C. 

P.v.v. 2 

P.L.P . 

A.W. 1(1) 

s 15 (4) 13 13 11 11 

( ) only on matters of t he ir competence 

1 
Repart i t ion of govern mental positions between parties 

t " ss s 

o n June On Oct . on June o n Oc t. o n Junc On 0-:.t. 
19th 7th 19th 7th 19th 7th 

c. v.P . B B 2 2 10 10 

P.S. C . 6 6 - - 6 6 

P.v.v. 3 3 2 3 5 6 

P.L.P. 3 3 - - 3 3 

R,\'I, 1 1 2 3 3 4 

s 
, 

21 2 ·1 6 B 27 29 
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( 

TINDEMANS Il 

Situation on October 18th 1976 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

1 - - - - ---- - -­~---~----, 
General Policy 
Cabinet (Kernkabine 

Pri M (P) 
M Oefense & Brussels 

Affairs 
M Finance 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Employment & 

Walloon Affiars 
M Publ. Works 
M French Inst . 

Reform 

MC Econ, & Soc . 
Coo rd ination 

Pri M {P) 
M Defense &. Brussels 

Affairs 
M Finance 
M Foreign Affairs & 

,Third Wo r ld Cot>per. 
M Soc. Securi ty 
M Communications 
(M Agricu lture} 
M Middle Class 
(M Outch· Cult. & 

Flemish Affairs) 
M Publ. Hea l th & 

Family 
M Economy 
M Publ. Works 
M Foreign Trade 
M Employment & 

walloon Affairs 
SS Environment 
SS Walloon Region. 

Economy 
SS Flemish Reg ion . 

Economy 
(SS Economy) 
(SS Budget & Scie nce 

Policy ) 

1 : ~ ---~ ~ - ~ 
MC Environment 

P r i M (P) 
M Finance 
M Public Health & 

Family 
M Economy 
M Agricultu re 

MC Sc ienc e Policy 

Pri M (P) 
M Finance 
M Economy 
M Outch Education 
M Agriculture 
M Middle Class 

MC Budget MC Inst. Reform 

Pf'i M (P) Pri M {P) 
M Oefense & Brussels M Defense & Brussels 

Affairs Affairs 
M Finance M Finance 
M Communications M Publ. Healtch & 

M French Ed ucation Family 
M Publ. Health & M Justice 

Family M Foreign Trade 
M Middle Class M Employme·nt & 
M Employrnent & Walloon Affairs 

Walloon Affairs M Communications 
M Publ. works M Publ. works 
SS Flemish Region. M Outch Culture & 

Economy Flemish Affairs 
SS Economy M Outch Inst. Reform 
SS Budget & Sc ienc e M Interio r 

Policy M French Inst . Reform 
SS Civil S e r v ice 

1 

-· • ·------------------ ---r----- --1 
~--- ~---.'-~ 1 : 

MC Informaties 

Pri M {P) 
M Defense & Brussels 

Affairs 
M Finance 
M Economy 

MC De concent ration ! 
0 July 18th 1975 1 

Pri M (P) 
M Oefense & Brussels 

Af f airs · 
M Employment & 

Walloon Affairs 
M Publ. Works 

, M Employment & M French Cultu r e 
M Soc. Securi ty 
M Ju s tice 
M CommuniCations 
M Publ. Heal th & 

M Dutch Culture & 

) 

Walloon Affairs 
M Interior 
M Public Works 
SS Environme nt 
SS Flemish Region . 

Economy 
SS Walloon Region. 
· Economy 

M French Education 
M Publ. Health & 

Family 
SS Budget & Science 

Policy 
SS Walloon Reg i on. 

Economy 

Family 
M Publ. Works 
M Middle Class 
M Interior. 
SS Budget & Science 

Policy 

SS Economy 
SS Wa l loon ·Reg i on . 

Economy 

Flemish Affai r s 
M Inteior 
M Dutch Inst , _ Reform 
M French Inst. Re f o r m 
SS Civil Service 
SS Walloon Regio n . 

Economy 
SS Flemish Regio n . 

Economy 

r------------------ --r------------------- --·~- --- - ---------------.J 
MC Flem ish MC Brussels MC Wal loon 

Affai r s Affairs Affairs 

, 
M Dutch Culture & M Defense & Brussels M Employment & 

Flemish Affairs (P) Affairs ( PI Walloon Affairs (PI 
M Publ . Heal th & M French Cu lt ure M Pub l . works 

Family • SS Brussels Reg ion. M French Educat i on 
M Outch Education Econcmy SS Ec onomy 
M Outch Inst. Refo r m ~S Walloon Region. 
SS Environment Economy 
SS Flemish Reg i on . SS Social Affairs 

Economy 

Only on matters ot their competence. 
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TINDEMANS Il 

Situation on October 18th 1976 

MTiaw. OOYf.AMEff 

Oen. Pol , Econ. ~ ....... In•t• En'liron- Schnce Infor-- Decot'I- Fh■hh 8ruasel1 walloon 
C&b. ..,. Refo,.. Nnt Policy aatie• cent.-a- Affairs Affairs Affairs Coor-d , tion 

e.v.,. z G(Z) • • • P,S.C. 3 • 3 ,.v.v. 2(1 ) 3 
P,L,P. 

R,W, 1(1) 

~ 
15(4) 13 13 11 11 14 11 

() only on 11&thr1 of their co1119et1nee 

Repartition of gov ernmental positions between part ies 

M ss s 

c.v.P. 8 2 1Ö 

P.S.C. 6 - 6 

P.v.v. 3 3 6 

P.L.P. 3 - 3 

R. W. 1 3 4 

s 21 8 29 
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TINDEMANS 111 (December 9th 1976 - March 3th 1977) 

Situation on December 23th 1976 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

~---~ - -~ r---- . - ---- ,-------- ----------- -- ------------------- -----------·, 
General Policy 
Cabinet 
(Kernkabinet) 

j MC Eco n . & Soc . MC Foreign Affair 
o 20 Nov. 1976 

MC Budget 
1 

' 1 

! 
Pri M ( P) 
M Defense & Brussels 

Affairs 
1-1 Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Employment & 

Wall oon Affai r s 
M Publ •. Works 
M Finan'ce 

M Budget & 
Science Pol i cy 

M Pensions 

Pri M (P) 
M Finance 
~ Defense & Brussels 

Affairs 
r.1 Justice 
M Publ . Heal th & 

Fami ly 
M French In s t . Refo rm 
M Employr.1ent & 

wall oon Affairs 
M Dutch Inst. Refo rm 
M Dutch Culture & 

Flcmish Affairs 
M Interior 
M Pen s ions 
!,\ Publ. works 
M Communications 

Coordination 

Pr i M (P) 
M Defense & Brussels 

Affairs 
M Soc . Security 
m Communications 
M Agriculture 
M Middle Class 
M Economy 
M Publ. Heal th g. 

Family 
M Publ. Works 
·M finance 
M Budget & 

Science Policy 
M Pensions 
M Empl oyment & 

Wall oon Affai rs 
SS Wall oon Regio n. 

Economy 
SS F l emish Regio n . 

Economy 

Pri M (P) 
M Finance 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Ec onomy 
M Adj. Economy 
M Agriculture 
M Employment & 

Walloon Affairs 
M Interior 
M Publ. 'No rks 
SS Flemish Re gion. 

Economy 
SS Walloon Region . 

Economy 
SS Environment 

: 
1 

Pri M ( P) Pr i M (P) : 
' M Oefense & Brusse l s M Oefense & Br usse l s li 

Affairs Affairs 
M Justice 
M Fore ign Af fai r s & 

Third Wo rld Cooper. 
~ Economy 
M Employmen't & 

Walloon Affairs 
M Agriculture 
M Finance 
M Fo reig n Tr ad e 
M Adj. Economy 

Pri M ( P) 

M Finance 
M Economy 
M Adj. Economy 
M Dutch Ed ucation 
M Agr ic ulture 
M Middl e Class 
M French Culture 
M French Education 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Budget & Science 

Po licy 
SS Walloon Regi on . 

Economy 

M Publ. Health & 1 : Famil y 
M Comm un ications 
M Finance 
M Frenc h Educat i on 
M pen s ions 
M Employment & 

Wall oon Affai rs 
M Budget & Sc ience 

Policy 
M Publ . Works 
SS Flemish Region. 

Economy 
M Civil servic e 
M Middle Class 

Affair s 
M Finance 
M Soc . Sec urity 
M Communications 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Family 
M Budget & Science 

Policy 
M Middle Class 
M Interior 
M Economy 
~ Adj. Eco nomy 
SS Walloon Regio n. 

Economy 

' 1 

! 
1 
1 

' 1 
1 

! 
' 

, ------------------ ---r------ --- --------- --r------------------- --r---------..J 
' 1 ' ~--~~~-~ 

MC Oeconcen-
tration 

Pri M {P ) 
M Defense & Brussels 

Affa. irs 
M Finance 
M French Inst. 

Reform 
M Employment & 

walloon Affairs 
M Publ . works 
M Outch Culture & 

Flemi sh Affairs 
M Dutch Inst. Re f o rm 
M Interio r 
M Civil Service 
M Adj . Economy 
M Flemi s h Region. 

Ec onomy 

MC Flemish Affa ir MC Srusse ls Affair MC walloon Affair s 

M Outch Culture & M Oefense & Brussels M Employment & 
Flemi sh Affairs(P) Affai r s ( P) walloon affail"' S (P) 

M Dutch Education M French Culture M French Education 
M Dutch In s t . Reform SS Bru ssels Region. 
M Publ. Heal th & Economy 

Family 
SS Environment 
SS Flemi sh Region. 

Economy 

M Publ. works 
M Adj . Economy 
M Pensions 
SS walloon Re g ion . 

Economy 
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e.v.!' . 
,.s.c. 
,.v.v. 
l'.fl:.L, •• 

"-·•· 

TINDEMANS 111 

Situation on December 23th 1976 

National Government 

Gen.Pol . Econ .l. Fo"ei gn Budget I n, t . Environ- SC ienc • Info r- o,con- Flt"hh Br-us uh 
C&b , So, . Affa1r• Refo,.. No\ l'ollcy ••U J.c, ctntr•- l,.r rdr1 A.fhlrs 

Coord . t1011 

10 13 13 12 12 12 

TINDEMANS 111 

Situation on January 12th 1977 ( changes within the MC's) 

National Government 

291 

Walloon 
Arr&1r1 

Ge n . Po l Econ . ., For-eign B.odget I na t. En d r on- Scien,;1 Infol"nl&- o,c on- f'l cmhh Bru sse l s we. lloon 
Cab . Soc. Affalr1 Rtform aent Pol1cy tl.ei c ent ra- Afhirt Affairs Affair• 

c.v.P. 
P .S . C. 

P.v.v. 
P , R. L.W. 

R.w. 

c.v.P. 
P.s.c. 
P.v.v. 
P,R,L,W, 

R.W. 

' 
s 

Coord . t ion 

TINDEMANS 111 

Repartition of govern m ental positions between parties 

M' ss s 

9 1 10 

Il - Il 

4 2 6 

4 1 5 

2 - 2 

25 4 29 
-

TINDEMANS IV (March 4th 1977 - June 3th 1977) 

On March 4th the two RW-ministers were dismissed and replaced by a PSC 
and a PRLW-minister. 

Parliament was dissolved on March 9th. Government stayed on, keeping the 
existing committees normally functioning, until after elections carne in 

Tindemans V on )une 3th 1977 
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TINDEMANS V: 3 June 1977 - 11 October 1978 
Situation on June 17th 1977, completed on September 1 3th 1977 

General Policy 
(Kernkabinet) 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M & Civil 

Service 
V Pri M & Defense 
M Fore ign Affairs 
M Economy 
M Soc . Securi ty 
M Communicatio ns 
M Dutch Education 
M Finance 
M Fore ign Trade 
M Post T.T. • 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

r ···-·-·,-- --- - ....... _ .. - -.---· .... ...... . 
1 .----'---'--------, 

! MC Econ. &. Soc . 
_, Coordination 

·pr1 M (P) V 

Pri M & Civil 
Service 

V Pri M & Defense 
M Economy 
M Foreign & Brusse l s 

Affairs 
M Soc. Secur ity 
M Communications 
M Agricul t. & 

Middle Class 
M Dutch Cult. & 

Flemi sh Affairs 
M Publ. Health & 

Env iron . 
M Finance 
M Foreign •Trade 
M Employment 
SS. Walloon Region. 

Economy 
SS Flemish Reg ion . 

Economy 
SS French Culture 
SS Econ·omy & Fle­

mish Soc . Affairs 

MC Foreign 
Affairs 

0 26 Nov . 1976 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M & Civi l 

Service 
V Pri M & Defense 
M Foreign & Brussels 

Affai r s 
M Justice 
M Economy 
M Communications 
M Agric~lt. &. 

Midd le Class 
M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Third Wor ld 

Cooper. 

MC Budget 

Pr i M (P) V 
Pri M ·& Civil 

Service 
V Pri M & Defense 
M Economy 
M Soc. Secu ri ty 
M Communications 
M Finance 
MPostT.T , 
M Pensions 
M Employment 
M Science Po l icy 

·M Public works 
SS Flemish Region. 

Economy 

.----~~·~-- -~-- ------ .. -- ----------------.-- - ------ ------,- - · .. -------~ 
MC Inst. Reform 

Pri M {P) 
V Pri M & Civil 

Servic·e 
V Pri M & Defense 
M Justice 
M Economy 
M Soc. Securi ty 
M Communications 
M Dutch Education 
M Dutch Culture & 

Flemish Affairs 
M French Education 
M Foreign Trade 
M Third World 

Cooper. 

M Interior 
M Publ. Works 
M Fr·ench Culture 
SS Inst. Refof'm 

(Dutch) 
SS Inst. Reform 

(French) 

MC Environment 

Pri M (Pi 
V Pri M' & Ci vi l 

Service 
M Economy 
M Soc. Security · 
M Communications 
M Agric ult. & 

Middle Class 
M Emplo,Yment 
M Interior 
M Science Polic;i 
M Publ. Works 
SS French Culture 

(Brussels) 
SS Dutch Culture &. 

Brussels Social 
• Af f airs 

MC Science Policy 

Pri M ( P ) 
V Pri M & Civil 

Servic e 
M EconOmy 
M Soc. Security 
M Dutch Educatioi;i 
M Agricult. & 

Middle Class 
M Dutch Culture & 

Flemish Affairs 
M FrenC:h Education 
M Publ. Health & 

Environ . 
M Finance 
M Employment 
M Science Poliey 

M French Culture 
· SS French Gul ture 

{Brussels) 
55 Outch Culture & 

Brussels 5ocial 
Affairs 

,- - - - - -- - -- -- ... - . -·--------- -- ---"'···· ,---~~----, 
MC Flemish Affairs 

~1 Flemis h Affairs(P) 
M Dutch Education 
SS Flemish Region. 

Economy 
SS Inst. Re f orm 

· (Outch) 
SS Outch Culture 

. SS Flemi s h Social 
Affair s 

MC Brussels Affairs 

M Brussels· Affairs ( P7 
V Pri M &Defen se 
M Comrnunications 
5S Brussels Region . 

Economy 
SS French Culture 
SS Flemish Social 

Affairs 
SS Brussels Social 

Affairs 

MC Wa ll oon Affairs 

M walloon Af(airs (P) 
M French Education 
M French Culture 
SS Walloon 5ocial 

Affairs 
SS Wallen Reg ion . 

Economy 
SS Inst . Reform 

(French ) 

MC Informaties 

Pd M (PI 
V Pri M & Civil 

Service 
V Pr i M & Oefense 
M. Soc. Security 
M Communications 
MPostT. T. 
M Pensions 
M Employment 
M Science Policy 
SS ·F lemish Reg ion , 

Economy 
SS Economy & 

Flemish Social 
Affairs 
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P. S.o . 

8.S.P, 

e.v.,. 
P.S. C. 

P. S .B. 

B. S. P. 

C.V .P. 

P . S .C. 

v.u . 
F.O.F. 

s 

TINDEMANS V 

National Government 

Glln. Po l Ccun. L f or t i ,;n 81,10:ç tt ln,t . Scl t r.c t In f o,.., . Fle"i1h 8Nnd1 •11100 11 
Cab. Soc . lAf hi l" II Re f ~,... ~iron, Po l i cy Affa ir1 Affa lra Affa irt 

c ::iord , 

1 " 

Repartit io n o f gove r n men t.il positio ns be t ween parties 

M ss s 

5 2 7 

4 5 

6 2 8 

·4 4 

2 3 

2 3 

23 7 30 

VAN DEN BOEYNANTS Il (20 October 1978 - 18 December 1978) 

As compared to TINDEMANS V, no changes in the committee structures. 
The form er M of J ustice becomes also Vice Prime Minister and the New Prime 
Minister, in the former government Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, 

keeps the Defence Department 
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MARTENS 1 : 3 April 1979 - 16 January 1980 

Situation on May 4th 1979, complefed on May 11 th and June 1 th 1979 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

,----· ··------- -------,-~ ·-----, 
..----~~---, ' 

Ceneral Policy 
Cabinet 
(Kernkabinet) 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Soc. Securi ty 

& Pensions 
M Civ . Service 

& Inst. Reform 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Publ. Works 

C Econ. & Soc. 
Coord. 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M' Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Soc. Securi ty 

& Pensions 
M Communications 
M Agricult, & 

Middle ClaSs 
M Public Heal th & 

environ. 
M Finance 
M Post T.T. 
M Publ. Works 
M Du tch Community 
M Brussels Region 
M Flemish Region 
M Walloon_R~gion 

Crisiscabinet 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Communications 
M Interior & 

Inst. Reform 
SS Brussels Region 

MC Relat. National 
Community - Region 
Governments 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Agricul t. & 

Middle Class 
M Communications 
M Outch Community 
M Brussels Region 
M Walloon Region 
M Flemish Region 
M French Community 

MC Foreign Polic)'.' .-

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense • 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Communications 
M Foreign Trade 
M Third World Cooper. 
M Interior & Inst. 

Reform 
M Education (Dutch) 
M Foreign Affairs 

,----L•-•-_,•_-_-_-~- - - - , .. --••--- •-• - • - :-- .. .-- - - - -t 
MC Budget 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 

. V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Soc. Security 

& Pensions 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Fore ign Trade 
M Employment 
M Third World Cooper. 
M Publ. Works 

MC Insti tutional' 
Reform 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Ci v. Service 

& Inst. Reform 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Interior & 

Ins t. Reform 
M Dutch Community 
M Walloon Region 
M Education 
M Flemish Region 
M French Community 

MC Environment 

Pri M (P) 

V Pr~ M Budget ( since 1~ 
V Pr1 M Defense Oct,lg?g) 
V Pri M Econom::, 1 

M Agricul t. & 
Middle Class 

M Publ. Heal th & 
environ. 

M Employment 
M Interior & 

Inst. Reform 
M Publ: -Works 
M Dutch Community 
M Brusse l s Region 
M Wall oon Region 
M Flemish Region 
M French Community 

Dit artikel uit Res Publica is gepubliceerd door Boom bestuurskunde en is bestemd voor anonieme bezoeker



ORGANIZING BELGIAN CABINETS 

~iG Science Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense 
V Pri M Economy 

MC Informaties 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M De f ense 
V Pri M Economy 

MC Defènse 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 

M Soc. Securi ty M Justice M Justic e 
& Pensions M Communications M Communications 

M Foreign Affairs 
M Civ. Service 

M Civ . Service M Post T. T. 
& Inst. Reform M Finance 

M Education (Outch) M Civ. Ser vi ce & Inst . Reform 
M Pub 1. Heal th & 

environ . 
M Agricult. & & Inst. Reform 

Middle Class M Interior & 
M Education (French) Inst. Reform M Foreign Trade 

M Interior & 
Inst. Reform 

M Publ. Heal th & M Brusseli:; Region 
Environ . 

M Finance 
M Fore ign Tradc 
M Thi rd World Cooper . 
M Walloon Region 
M French Community 

MC Water Treaties 

11 may 1979 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Soc . Securi ty 

& Pensions 
M Civ . Service 

& Inst . Reform 
M Communications 
M Pub 1. Heal th & 

Environ. 
/>~ Finance 
M Brussels Region 
!•i Pub l . 1io:--k:.; 

- - . - _.. - - - - - -
MC Temporary Em­
ployment Corps 

0 1 June 1979 

M Employment (P) 

V Pri M. Budget 
V Pri M Economy 
M Sec , Securi ty 

& Pensions 
M Agricult . & 

Middle Class 
M Finance 
M Flemish Regio n 
M Wa ll oon Region 
M Brussels Region 
SS Fler.iish Regional Econ . 
SS Brussels Regional Econ. 
SS \llal loon Regional Econ. 
SS Fler.'li s h Regional Employm. 
SS Brussels Rcgional Em pl oym. 
SS Walll oon Regional Employm. 

MARTENS 

National Covernment 

MC School Building 
0 11 May 1979 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M· Budge t 
V Pri M. Defense 
V Pri M Econcmy 

M Education (Dutch) 
M Dutch Community 
M Financ e 
M Fre nch Communi ty 
Ss French Co:nmu n i ty 
SS Dutch Community 

295 

Ca- Cl'l-11- Rd, For- Econ . BI.Id - I n ■ t , En- Sclen- lnfo Oef. Sch, Wat,,- T"'f) , 
lluUd, Tr 11t. E.ap l , 

Corpl 

,.s. 
s.,. 
e.v.,. 
,.s.c. 
,.o .... 
Total 

P. S. 

S.P, 

c. v.P . 

P. S.C. 

s \ 

bi- c abl - G,:,v , 

11 11 

Repartition of 

tlgn Soc. gat Rar . vi ron, 
Coor , 

11 11 13 15 11 

gaver nmental pos itions between 

M ss 

7 3 

5 1 

8 3 

5 1 

25 8 

13 15 

parties 

s 

10 

6 

11 

6 

33 
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MARTENS Il : 23 January 1980 - 3 April 1980 

Situation on 25 January 1980 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

,--------- --r------------------- --,-------------------- - l --------- 1 

---~-- -~' ' ' ~·---~~ --~ ' 
! Crisiscabinet · MC Relat. Nationa l MC Foreign ! General Policy 

Cabinet 

( Kernk abinet) 

Pri M . (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Soc. Securi t y & 

Pensions 
M Civ . Service & 

Inst. Reform 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Publ. Works 
M Foreign Affairs 

J Communi ty-Reg ion Policy ! 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense· 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Foreign Affai r s 
M Commun icat ions 
M Interior & Inst . 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

Governments , 

Pri M. (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Agricul t. & 

Middl e Class 
M Communica tiens 
M Outch Community 
M Wal loon Region 
M Flemsih Region 
M French Community 
M Brussels Region 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justi ce 
M For eign Affairs 
M Communications 

· M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Third World Cooper, 
M Interior & Inst. 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

M Dutch Education· 

' ' ' 

: ----------------- ---r------------- · i ; Î 
t-M-C--□-ef._e_n_s_e.._ _ __, MC Econ.. & Soc • r--MC--B-u-dg-'e'--t-'----, MC In formaties ! 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget . 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy­
M Justice 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Civ . Service & 

Inst. Reform 
M Communications 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Environ. 
M Inter ior & Inst. 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

M Post T.T. 

Coord. 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pr i M Economy 
Me Soc. Securi ty f: 

Pensi ons 
M Agricult . & 

Middle Class 
M êommuni cations 
M Pub 1. Heal th & 

Environ. 
M Finance 
M Publ. Works 
M Employment 
M Post T.T. 
M Dutch Community 
M Flemish Region 
M French Region 
M Brussels Region 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pr i M Economy 
M Soc . Securi ty & 

Pensions 
M Communica ti"ons 
M Finance 

. M Publ. Works 
M Third World Cooper. 
M Employment 
M Interior & Inst . 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Oefense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Justice 
M Civ. Service & 

Inst. Reform 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Foreign Trade 
M Interior & Inst. 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

M Post T.T . 

r- .------ - - - -. - - - -- - - - - - - -; - ---- ----- - ----- -- ... 
MC Environment 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pr i M Economy 
M Agricult. & 

Middle Class 
M Publ . Heal th & 

Env i ron . 
M Employment 
M Interior & Inst. 

Reform & Sc ience 
Policy 

M Dutch Community 
M Wal loon Reg i on 
M Flemish Region 
M Fr ench Communî ty 
:-'. n:·Ussels Region 

MC InSt. Reform 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pr i M Economy 
M Justice 
M Civ. Service & 

Inst . Reform 
M Communications 
M Finance 
M Publ . Works 
M IÎ1terior & Inst . 

Reform & Science 
Policy 

M Dutch Community 
M Walloon Region 
M French Community 
M French Education 
M Flemish Region 

MC Science Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pr i M Budget 
V Pri M Defense 
V Pri M Economy 
M Soc . Securi ty & 

Ins t . Reform 
M Agricult. & 

Middle Class 
M Public Heal th &. 

Environ. 
M Finance 
M Third World Cooper. 
M Interior & Inst. 

Reform & Scie nce 
Po licy 

M Walloon Region 
M French Education 
M French Communi ty 
M Dutch Education 
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MARTENS Il 

National Covernment 

Cab1ntt Cr-hh- Rtl. ~t . Fordg" Deft"- Econ. t. Oudgtt Info fn"iron- Inst , SCltl'ICI 
ct,bintt 

, __ 
PoUcy .. ,. ""' Atfo,.. Policy 

Rtg.Gov, Coord, 

,.s. 
S , f', J 

C:,V.P, 

P,S, C, J 

TOTAL " " 14 ,, ,, 

Repart i t i on of governmental pos i tion s between parties 

P.S, 

S.P. 

c.v.P. 

P . S.C. 

F. O.F. 

Tota l 

Gov ernmen t of the 
Dutch Community an 
the Fl emish Reg ion 

M Out c h Communi t y(P) 
M Flemish Region 
M Outch Educa tion 
SS Outch Community 

and Flemish 
Reg ion 

SS Outch Community 
and Flemish 
Reg ion 

SS Outch Community 
and Fl emsih 
Reg ion 

M ss 

6 2 

5 1 

8 3 

4 1 

2 1 

25 8 

MARTENS I and MARTENS Il ( l ) 
Covernments of communities and regions 

Gove rnment · of the 
French Community 

M French Community (P) 
M Frenc h Education 
SS French Community 

Dutch-
Flemish 

P,S,. -
SP 2 

CV P 4 

PSC -
FDF -

TOTAL 6 

Government of the 
Brus s els Region 

M Bru ssels Region.(P:) 
SS D~t ch Community· 
SS Fre nch Community 
SS Brussels Regio n 
SS Bru ssels Region 

Fren c h Bruss a 

Comm, Reg. 

1 1 

- 1 

- 1 

1 -
1 a 

3 5 

s 

8 

6 

11 

5 

3 

33 

Gov ernment of the 
walloon Region 

M Walloon Region(P) 
SS walloon Reg ion 
ss walloon Reg ion 

Wa lL 
Reg. 

2 

-
-
1 

-

' 3 

(1) In a fermer first version of Martens I on April 12th 1979, there was no Cr!sls­
cablnet nor a MC !or Defense . The Minister of Interior and Instltutlonal Reform 
was not a member of the MC Relations between the governments but the Minister 
of Agrlculture and Middle Classes was a member of the MC F orelgn Pollcy. 
On April 12th 1979 a special a d hoc committee was set up t o deelde on Zeebrugge 
Harbour development. The Prime Minist er chaired the Ministers of Public Works, 
Agrlculture and Middle Classes, Communications, Public Health and Environment 
and the Secretary of State of the French Community. 
The Communltles and Regional Governments durlng Martens II as compared 
wlth Martens I, d ld not change In their form and repartltlon between partles, 
o! the positions held. 
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MARTENS 111 : 18 May 1979 - 7 October 1980 

Situation on 21 May 1980, completed on September 12th 1980 

General Policy 
Cabinet 
(Kerncab inet) 

Pri M (P) 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

Crisiscabinet 

Pri M (P) 

MC Rel at . National 
Communi ty - Region 
Governments 

Pri M (P) 

MC Foreig n 
Policy 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Communications V Pri M Communications V Pr.i M Communications V Pri M Communications 
V Pri M Justice & V Pri M Justice & V Pri M Justice & V Pri M Justicc &c 

Inst. Reform 
M Economy 
M Finance 
M Planning & 

· Science Policy 
M Publ. ~1orks 

Me Econ . & Soc . 
Coord. 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Commcnications 
M Economy 
M Planning & Scier.c e 

Policy 
M Soc . Securi ty 
M Third World Coo pe:-- . 
M Budget & Adj. 

Dutch Education 
M' Agricul ture & 

Middle Class 
M Publ . Heal th t; 

Environ, 
M Finance 
M Post T . T . & Pensions 
M Publ . Works 

Inst . Reform 
M Economy 
M Finance 
M Planning l: 

Science Policy 
M Publ. Works 
M Foreien Affairs 
M De f ensc 
r.: Interior & 

Inst. Reform 

MC Budget 

Inst . Reform 
M Economy 
M Finance 
i~ French Co:r.m1J:i i ty 
M Planning & Sc i e nce 

Policy 
i;'J Pub l , Works 
i-1 Flemish Community 
M Flemish Community 
M Flemish Community 
M Walloon Region 
M Brus.§els Regiçn 

MC Insti tutional 
Reform 

Inst. He form 
M Economy 
M Finance 
1,1 Post T.T. & Pe:isions 
1,1 Foreign Trade 
M Third World Coope r. 
M Dutch Education 
!,; Budget & Adj. Dutch 

~:cluca'..ion 
i,: Plann ing & 

Science Policy 
M Publ . Works 
M Foreign Affair3 
M Defense 

MC Envi ronment 

Pri M (P) Pri M (P) Pri M (P) 
V Pd M Communications V Pri M Communicati on V Pri M Cor.;munica tions 
M Defense M Pri M Justice & M Economy 
f.~ Economy Inst. Reform M Planni:1g t,, Sci cnca 
1-l Plar.ning & Sc ienca M E..:: onomy Policy 

Policy M Planning û Science M Agricul ture ,, 
M Soc . Secul'i ty Policy Middle Class 
t,'. Publ. Heal th & l,i Publ . IA'orks M Publ. Heal th t: 

environ. t•l Publ. Health & Environ. 
t,: Budget & Adj. environ . M Soc. Secur-i ty 

Outch Education M Finance M Employr.1en t 
M Financc M Post T.T. & PensionG M Interior !.,, Im;t . 
f.! Er.iployment M Dudget & Adj. Reform 
M Third World Coop-::-r . Dutch Education f.J Defensc 
M Publ . Works M Third World Cooper . M Publ . Worb; 
M Post 1'.T. & PP.nsi cns !•~ I nterior & Inst. M Civ. Service 

M Forcign Trad~ M Dutch Educo.tion neform M Brussels Regio:1 
M Wall oon Begio:1 M Third World Cooper . M French Education 

M Brussels ReEiOn 
M Wal loon Regi on 
M Flemish Community 
M Flenlish Community 
J.1 Fl em ish Cor.1rnuni ty 
SS Fina:ice 

M Walloon Region 
M Dutch Education 
M French Communi Ly 
M Flem ish Community 
M Fle:ni sh ComlT'uni ty 
M Wal loon Regi on 
M nrussels Region 

M Flcmü;h Co:amun ty 
M F'lemi s h Cor.1r:!U:1 ty 
r,: F'ler.1ish Com':'!un ty 
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1 1 
1 

1 
1 , 

1 

1 MC Science Policy 1 1 MC Informaties 1 MC Defen~e 1 MC School Build!:,g 1 

Pri M (P) Pri M (?) Pr.i M (P) Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Co:nmunications V Pr-i M Commui~ications V Pri M Justice & V Pri M Communication s 
M Economy V Pri M Justice & Inst. Reform M Econc'lly 
M Planning & Scienc ~ Inst . Refor;:, V pri M Com:nunications M Planning & Science 

Policy t,; Economy M Oefense Folicy 
M Publ • ...,,orks M Planning & M Economy M Fimmc e 
;,i Defcnse Science Policy :.1 Planning & Sc ience M Publ . Works 
M Dutch Education M Publ . Works Policy t'! Post T . T. ·& Pensions 
M Agricul ture & M Defense M Foreign Affairs M Budget & Adj . 

Middle Class i-1 Civ , Servic e M Post T . T . & Pensions Dutch Education 
M French Education M Publ . Health & M Budge t!.,, Adj . M Dutch Education 
r,: Publ. Health & Environ . Dutch F.dt1cation M French Education 

Environ . M Budget & Adj . M Dutch Eàucation ~: French Community 
M Post T . T. & Pensions Dutch Education M Interior & Inst. 
M Budget , Adj . f.1 r'.mployment Reform 

Dutch Education M Fi na nce 
M Walloon Region M Publ . Werk!:. 
M Flemish Community 
M Frenc h Community 

1 

1 
MC Women Status 1 

0 12 Sept . 1980 

Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Communications 
V Pri M Justice & 

Inst . Reform 
M Planning & Science 

Policy 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Dutc h Education 
M Flemish Community 
M Post T .T. & Pensions 
M Soc . Secur i ty 
M Budget & Adj . 

Dutch Education 
M F'rench Education 
►1 Employrnent 
M Fre nch Co:nmuni ty 
)~ Brussels Region 
!-1 Ci v . Service 
M Financc 
$S Brussels Regi:,:1 
$S F'lemish Communi t _y 
SS ?lc;nish Community 
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MARTENS 111 

Covernments of communities and regions 

Gen.Pol. Cr-hh~ Rel.Nat. Foreign Eco"• &. Bud- In,t . ••- Sdenct Info,.., oefen• School ·-· c.,. cab, c-. olicy '°'· ... R•fora wiron. PoUcy &,Ud. Statu• 
Reg.Gov. °°'"'· 

,.s. 
S,P, 2 • 

C,V,1", 3 

,.s.c. 1 • 
,.v .v. 2 
P,11:.l, 3 . 

10 13 15 20 10 " 17 15 ,, 
" 

Note. On June 29th M H'enrlon Is succeeded by M Hatry as Minister of Flnance. 
From that time on the Minister of Finance becomes a member of the MC of 
Environment and the MC of Science Policy, but he leaves the General Pollcy Cablnet, 
the Crisis Cabinet, the MC of Governments Relations, of Foreign Affairs, of Defense 
and Institutlonal Reform. 
The Minister of Defense becomes member of the General Pollcy Cablnet, the Crisis 
Cabinet, the MC of Governments· Relations and of Instltutlonal Reform, but he 
drops out of the MC of the Budget, of the Environment and of Sclence Pollcy. 

Re partit ioo of govern m enta l positions betw e en parties 

M ( (Ml l ss ((S) l s ( (S)) 

P. S . 6 ( (4) ) 1 - 7 ( (4)) 
S . P . 4 ( ( 3)) 1 ((1 )) 5 ( (4)) 
c.v.P, 7 ( (6) ) 2 - 9 ( (6) ) 
P .S .C. 5 ( ( 3)) 1 - 6 ( (3)) 
P.V.V . 3 1 (2) l 2 - 5 ( ( 2)) 
P.P. L. 2 ( (2)) 2 - 4 ( (2)) 

~ 27 9 ((.1)) 36 ( (2 o )) ( ( 21)) 

( ( ) ) M or SS wlth excluslvely national powers. 
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MARTENS 111 

Covernments of communities and regions 

Go ve rm_n ent of the 
Outch Community and 
the Flemis h Regioo 

Government of the 
Fre nch Community 

Government of the 
Brussels Region 

M Flemish Community(P) M French Community{P) M Brussels Region(P ) 
SS Brussels Region 
SS Brussels Region 

M Dutch Education M French Education 
M Fl em ish Community SS French Community 
M Flemish Community 
SS Flemish Community 
SS Flemish Community 

SS Flemish Community 
M Budg et & Ad i. 

Outch Education 

Dutch 
Flemish 

M 5S 

S.P . 2 -
P.S. - -
c.v.P. 2 2 

P.S . C. - -
P.v.v. 1 1 

P . R.L. - -
s 5 3 

( ) only codeliberating 

(SS Flemish Community) 
(SS Fcench Community) 

French Walloon 
Comm. Reg io n 

M ss M 6S 

- - - -
1 - 1 -
- - - -
1 - - 1 

- - - -
- 1 - 1 

2 1 1 2 
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Government: of the 
Walloo n Region 

M walloon Region (P) 
M Walloon Region 
Ss Walloon Region 

Brussels 
Reg ion 

• "M ss 

- -
- 1 

- (1 l 

1 -
- (1) 

- 1 

1 ~ 2 

(2) 
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MARTENS IV : 20 October 1980 - 2 April 1981 

Situation on 18 November 1980, completed on 15 December 1980 

General Policy 
Cabinet 
(Kernkabinet) 

Pri M ( P) 

COUNCIL OF· MINISTERS 

Crisiscabinet 

Pri M (P) 

MC Rel. Nat iona l 
Communi ty- Region 
Governments 

Pri M (P) 

MC Foreign Policy 

Pri M· (Pl 
V Pri M Communications V Pri M Communications V Pri M Communications V Pri M Communications 
V Pri M Middle Class , V Pri M Middle Class, V Pri M Economy V Pri M Middle Clas s , 

Plan n ing & Adj. 
French Community 

V Pri M Economy 
M Publ. Work s & 

Inst. Reform 
lil Interior & Budget 
M Civ . Service, 

Sci e nce Policy 
& Enviro n. 

M Post T. T. 
M Defense 

MC Oefense 

Planning & Adj. M Fo r eig n Affairs Planning & Adj. 
Frenc h Community M Flemish Community French Community 

V Pri M Economy & Adj, Dutch Educ . V Pri M Econorl'y 
M Pub!. \·/orks & In s t . M Walloon Regi on M Publ. Wo rks & 

Reform M Flemish Col'l_'lmunity Inst . Reform 
M Justice & I nst . M french Community M Foreign Affai rs 

Reform M Brussels Region M Finance 
M Foreign Affair s M Publ. Wo rk s & M Foreign Trade 
M Interior & Budget Inst. Reform M Third Wo rld Cooper. 
M Finance 
M Defense 

MC Econ . & Soc. 
Coord. 

MC Budget 

M Interior & Budget 
M Dutch Education 
M Ju s tice & Inst. 

Reform 
M Oefe nse 

Me I nf ormaties 

Pri M {P) Pri M (P) Pri M (P) Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Communicat ions V Pri M Communications 
V Pri M Middle Class, V Pri M Middle Class 

Planning & Adj. Plann ing & 
French Community Adj, Frenc h Comm. 

V Pr i M Economy V Pri M Economy 
M Publ. Works & Inst. M Publ. works & Inst. 

Reform 
M Justice & Inst. 

Reform 
M Foreign Affairs 
M Finance 
M Interior & 81: dg et 
M Post T.T. 
M Defense 

Reform · 
M Soc . Security & 

Publ. Heal th 
M Foreign Trade 
M Civ. Service & 

Science Policy & 
Environ. 

M Finance 
M Inter ior & Budget 
M Employme nt 
M Post T.T. 
M Fren c h Community 
M Fl emish Community 

& Adj. Dutch ~duc. 

M Fl emish Community 
M Wall oon Regio n 
M Bru sse l s Region 
M Oefense 
M Pen s ions 

V Pri M Communications 
V Pri M Middle Class, 

Planning & Adj. 
Fr ench Community 

\, Pri M Ec on9my 
M Publ. works & 

In s t. Reform 
M Soc. Security & 

Publ. Heal th 
M Finance 
M Employment 
M Inte rior & Budget 
M Foreg in Trad e 
M Fr ench Community 
M Pen sions 
M Pos t T.T. 
M Oefense 
M French Education 

V Pri M Communi cat ions 
V Pri M Middl e Class 

Planni ng, & 
Adj. Fren ch Community 

V Pri M Eco nomy 
M Puhl. Works & Inst . 

Reform 
M Justice & Inst . 

Reform 
M Civ . Service & 

Envi r on. 
M Financ e 
M Interior & Budget 
M Post T.T. 
M Dutch Education 
M Bru sse ls Regiqn 
M Pen s i o n 
M Dere·nse 
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MC Environment MC Inst. Reform 

M Civ. Service, Pri M (P) 
Science Policy & V Pri M Comrriunications 
Environ . (P} V Pri M Middle Class, 

V Pri M Communica.tions Planning & AdJ. 
V Pri M Middle Class, French Community 

Planning & Adj. V Pri M Economy 
French Communfty M Publ. Works & Inst. 

V Pri M Economy Reform 
M Publ. Works & M Justice & Inst. 

Inst. Reform 
M Agriculture 
M Soc. Security & 

Publ. Health 
M Employment 
M Interior & Budget 
M Walloon Region 
M Brussels Region 
M Flemish Community , 

MC Women Status 

Pri M (P) 
M Employment 
M Soc . Secur-ity & 

Publ. Health 
M Civ. Service, 

Science Policy & 
Environ. 

M Justice & Inst. 
Reform 

SS Flemish Community 
SS Brussels Region 
SS Flemish Community 
SS Brussels Region 

Reform 
M Civ. Service, 

Science Policy & 
Environ. 

M Third Wor-ld Cooper. 
M Interior & Budget 
M Brussel s Regîbn 
M Flemish Community 
M French Community 
M Flemish Community 

& Adj. Dutch Educ. 
M Employment 

Special MC on 
State Pensions 
• 15 Dec. 1980 

M Employment (P) 
V Pri M Economy 
M Flemish Community 

Adj. Dutch Educ, 
M Walloon Region 
M Interior & Budget 
M Finance 
M Flemish Convnuni ty 
M Civ. Service, 

Science Policy & 
Environ. 

M Brussels Region 
M Pensions 
SS Brussels Region 
SS Flemish Community 
SS We.lloon Region 

MC Science ,Policy MC School Buil­
dings 

Pri M , (P) Pri M (P) 
V Pri M Communications V Pri M Communication 
V Pri M Middle Class, V Pri M Middle Class, 

Planning & AdJ. Planning & Adj. 
French Community French Community 

V Pri M Economy V Pri M Economy 
M Publ. works & Inst. M Publ. Worke & Inst. 

Reform 
M Agriculture 
M Publ. Heal th & 

Soc, Security 
M Finance 
M Interior & Budget 
M Civ. Service, 

Science Policy & 
Envir-on. 

M Walloon Region 
M French Community 
M French Education 
M Outch Education 
M Flemish Education & 

Adj . Outch Educ. 
M Employment 

Me Third World 
Cooperation 

• 15 Dec. 1980 

Reform 
M Outch Education 
M Flemish Community 

& Adj. Dutch Educ. 
M finance 
M Interior & Budget 
M french Community 
M Oefense 
M French Education 

M Third World Coopee, (P) 
M Outch Education 
M Foreign Affaira 
M Flemish Community 

& Adj. Dutch Educ, 
M French Community 
M Feench Education 

MARTENS IV 

National Covernment 

Gen.Pol Cris, Rel.N.lt For, 0,- Econ,I. . ..._ Info Envir. Inu. sc. School women S<m I T'-W. Cab , C&b, c.-.- f'olicy hnH so,. ,., Ref . Pol. Build, Statu• Pena . Coop. 
Reg.Gov Coord. 

l',S, 2 3 3 ' 3 • • • . • . ,· ·1 3 

1 

1 

s.,. 2 1 2 t 2 • 3 2 3 3 3 2 2 3 1 

e.v.,., 3 • 3 ' . • ' • 3 • • • • 3 2 
, .. s.c. 2 2 2 2 2 • 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 . 2 

• • 10 10 13 11 1, ,, 14 12 10 17 12 . 13 1 • 

Repartition of govern m en tal positons between partie s 

M ((Ml) ss ( (SS)) s ( ( S )) 

P.S, 7 ( (5)) 1 ((-)) 8 ( ( 5 )) 

S.P. l5 ((4)) 1 ((-)) ó ( (4)) 

c.v.P. 8 ((7)) 3 ((-)) 11 ((7)) 

P,s.c. !5 ((4)) 2 ( (-}) 7 ((4)) 

s 25 ( (20)) 7 ((-)) 32 ((20) 

(( )) M or SS with exclus!vely national powers. 
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Govern ment th 
Flemish Community 

M Adj, Outch Edu-
cation {P) 

M Flemis h ColMlunity 
SS Flemish Corrmuni ty 
SS Flemish Community 
SS Fleinish Communi ty 
M Outch Education 

P.S. 

S,P. 
c.v.P. 
p,s.c. 

s 

( ) Only codeliberatlng. 

MARTENS IV 

National Government 

Gover r1T1ent of the 
French Community 

M french Community 
(P) 

Goverrment of the 
Brussels Region 

M Brusse l s Region(P ) 
SS Brusse ls Region 
SS Brussels Region 
(M Adj . French 

Community) 

RES PUBLICA 

Gove~r,nent of the 
Walloon Region 

M Walloon Reg{on(P) 
SS Walloon Regio n 
SS Walloon Region M Middle Class t 

Plan. & Adj, 
French Community 

M French Education (SS Flemish Community) 

Flemish French Brussels Walloon 

M ss s M ss s M ss s M ss s 

- - - 1 - 1 1 - 1 1 1 2 

2 - 2 - - - - 1 1 - - -
1 3 4 - - - - (1') (1) - - -
- - - 2 - 2 (1 ) 1 1+ - 1 1 

(1 ) 

3 3 6 3 - 3 1+ 2+ 3+ 1 2 3 
(1 l (1) (1) 

EYSKENS Mark 1 : April 6th 1981 

Situation on May 1 th 1981 

Martens IV was succeeded by EYSKENS M. 
The party-repartition of government as compared to Martens IV dit not change. 
The MC of Informaties was integrated into the MC of Economie and . Social 

Coordination on April 1 5th 
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Summary : Organizing Belgian cabinets : governments in turmoil. 

The internal organization of Belgian governments is described. Several 
ministerial committees for the preparation of governmental decisions have 
been institutionalized. The ministers and state secretaries who are members 
are chosen according the functional competence, region or community asso­
ciation, and party or faction affiliation. 

A core cabinet for genera! policy, which is chaired by the prime minis­
ter, and in which are represented the most important members of each 
coalition partner, tends to take over the role of the council of ministers 
on crucial matters as an instrument of collegia! decision-making. 

This trend does not contribute to the consolidation of the prime minis­
ter' s power. 

The existing ministerial committees, one for each community or region, 
developed into governments. 

The article deals also with the internal organization-charts and party 
distribution among members of subunits of the Belgian governments /rom 
1972 to 1981 . 

* 
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